SGFC Minutes

October 30, 2007

Organization: African and Caribbean Students Association
Event: General Assembly Meeting

Budget: $373.95
Proposal: They will be holding a cultural meeting in which they will show a movie and then have a speaker talk about the issues addressed. They are trying to order food from an African restaurant, which is what they need funding for. African restaurants are really expensive, so they need more money for it. The event is 7-9pm, and the representative thinks food is essential to the event. 
Thoughts: Dan: This is a lot of money on a per/person basis considering it’s only a two hour event. This is over double what we would allocate for food per person. However, it’s not unreasonable to have some allowances for cultural specific food, but a 120% increase is not feasible. 
Julian: This is $7.50 a person, which is too much. We should give them more than what the guidelines say, but not this much. 

Hilary: I don’t think the guidelines apply in this case because there is no African restaurant in Hyde Park, so they can’t get food for cheaper. They shouldn’t be penalized for that. 

Dan: They should just order 30 people worth of food and feed 50 people. 

Angel: It seems like they sell by the pan, so they cannot divide the amount of food they buy. 

Dan: I don’t think we should micromanage this and just set an amount of money to give them. 

Motion: Motion for $250. No one seconds. NOT PASSED. 
Motion for $300. Four in favor. None opposed. PASSED. 

Final Budget: $300.00
Organization: Phat Pitch; Fine Arts
Event: Dark Side of Oz
Budget: $335.52
Proposal: They are going to play Dark Side of the Moon and watch The Wizard of Oz, and they are asking for funding for food (pizza and drinks). They were thinking about not asking for the money. They are charging a fee to attend the event and they are using food to attract people to the event. They have already researched venues for showing the movie and found the cheapest option. 
Thoughts: Dan: I don’t think a dual media showing needs food to add programmatic value to the event. 
Angel: They also only expect twenty people to show up. 

Julian: We should give them the money to buy the movie rights, but the food is too much. Popcorn would have been a better option. 

Angel: Shouldn’t they be able to raise the money for the food they want?

Dan: They cannot charge per person because then they would compete with Doc. 

Motion: Motion for $276.50 (Funding for movie rights, advertising posters, and building manager). Four in favor. None opposed. PASSED.
Final Budget: $276.50
Organization: Rhythmic Bodies in Motion
Event: Jazz Dance Workshop
Budget: $100.00
Proposal: They want to save the saved money they have now to put towards their spring show. They are now putting on a workshop with a professional dancer with a DJ. They are six workshops each, and the professional instructors cost $400 each. Depending on experience, this is typically how expensive instructors are. She is very popular with the students as is back by popular demand. To cut costs, they having three student-taught seminars. They are known for the free workshops and they have been getting good turn-outs, around thirty a class, so they do not want to charge for the workshops. 
Thoughts: Dan: They’ve already gotten $615 from Annual Allocations, which they can use towards this event. It’s not unreasonable to ask for even a nominal fee to pay for the professional instructor. I’m only saying one or two dollars a person, which would not detract people from attending the event. 
Danielle: I think that makes a lot of sense. 

Angel: I feel like charging a dollar per person, which raises $20, is such an insignificant amount that we should just fund them in full. 

Dan: That’s $20 we can give to another RSO. 

Julian: This budget asks for $5 a person. We should suggest a $2 entry fee and cut the funding by $40. 

Motion: Motion for $60. Four in favor. None opposed. PASSED.
Final Budget: $60.00
Organization: Rhythmic Bodies in Motion
Event: Hip Hop Dance Workshop

Budget: $120.00
Proposal: This budget simply covers the cost of the hip hop instructor. From their present savings, they have about $1000 that they are saving for their spring show, so they do not want to use this money for the workshops. They only see their organization expanding in the future. 
Thoughts: (same thoughts as previous budget)
Motion: Motion for $80.00. Four in favor. One abstention. PASSED.
Final Budget: $80.00
Organization: Pre-Med Students Association
Event: Pre-med: Redefined—A Panel
Budget: $210.75
Proposal: They’re having a panel for undergraduate pre-medical students. They are having medical students, deans, and professors come in to speak to the attendees about their academic requirements. They are providing food from Pizza Capri to attract students. Their current savings of $700 are being saved for later events. They will also be fund raising for these events. They are expecting about 60 attendees. 
Thoughts: Angel: They shouldn’t ask for a delivery charge because they can get the pizza themselves. 
Julian: Stuff that is going to be consumed at this event will come out to $2 a person. The event is late and short—people can eat before they come. They can have drinks and snacks, not a dinner. 

Danielle: The representative said that they are luring people with food, which makes me doubt the programmatic value of the event. 

Angel: It seems like really fancy food to have at this event. 

Hilary: This event is definitely helpful for the pre-medical students, but they should get cheaper food options instead of expensive food from Pizza Capri. 
Motion: Motion for $121.00. This will cover $15 each for five pizzas, soda, and water. Five in favor. None opposed. PASSED.
Final Budget: $121.00
Organization: Asian Students Union
Event: Fall quarter outing: Mitsuwa Trip
Budget: $400.00
Proposal: This organization has been doing this event for a few years. Mitsuwa is a Japanese supermarket near O’Hare. The items sold at this store are not available online. A lot of students have a special interest in going there, so they are trying to rent a bus to transport them there. They are not charging for the trip, but they might possibly be open to raising some money. They are not willing to charge a large admission fee. Public transportation would take more than two hours to complete the trip each way. ASU is using the same bus company that they have used in the past. 
Thoughts: Jen: Annual Allocations did not give this group any money, so they are starting with nothing. 
Angel: I think this is a bogus idea. 

Julian: I would not be opposed to funding some of it, but $5 a person is not a lot to ask the students to pay from this trip. 

Kati: This specific supermarket is a prominent one and a lot of people definitely go to it. 

Julian: They could charge a fee that’s not that much and it would cut half the cost and would be $3 less than the students would pay for public transportation. 

Hilary: I think that point is really valid. 

Jen: I don’t think the cost is going to deter people from going because they are trying to create a sense of community. 

Julian: Only people that really want to go will go to this event because of the time commitment. 
Motion: Motion for $200.00. Four in favor. PASSED.
Final Budget: $200.00
Organization: Chicago Friends of Isreal
Event: “Hot House”
Budget: $4447.50
Proposal: This group is inviting Daton, a prize-winning director of the movie Hot House about Palestinian prisoners to speak for their group members. He is very talented and it would be a rare opportunity to have him on campus. He will not charge anything less than this, and they would love to have him because it would bring something new to their organization. CFI is also requesting funding also for food for the event to attract people. They are expecting a great turn out given the greatly interesting topic and the high quality of the event. They would rather not charge for the event because it would significantly decrease attendance; they’d rather just create a forum for discussion. There are other organizations that CFI can ask to fund this event. However, they would rather not exhaust the money they can get from the other sources in order to fund future events like this. 
Thoughts: Angel: This is ridiculously expensive. 
Danielle: It seems ridiculously worthwhile also. 

Angel: If we are funding the speaker, we should not provide all the food they ask for. 

Jen: SGFC has funded to a high level speakers in the past. Not always in entirety, but it has given a lot of money in the past for this kind of event. 

Angel: If they are planning to get more expensive speakers in the past, they should have the other sources pay for this one and come to us for the more expensive speakers. 

Danielle: This is a lot of money for a 300-person event. 

Angel: Why should a director even come? The movie is sufficient. 
Julian: I just looked Daton up on IMDB: he won the Sundance Film Festival, along with many other awards and recognitions. After the documentary, he would just be here for an hour for a Q&A session. $4000 an hour is a lot. 
Danielle: We should fund half of this budget. $2000 for the speaker. 
Julian: Taking out the food, it would be about $6 a person, which is very reasonable. 

John: I think we should give them more. 

Motion: Motion to not fund this event. No one seconds. NOT PASSED. 
Motion for $2000.00 (Half of the honorarium, no food, and posters are not funded because they have already been bought and SGFC does not fund retroactively). Two in favor. Two opposed. Chair votes in favor. PASSED.  
Final Budget: $2000.00
Organization: Muslim Students Association
Event: Fall Study Break – Walk through the steps of the Hajj
Budget: $865.18
Proposal: This event is going to be a study break to educate students about the Hajj, a Muslim pilgrimage. This is the time at which Muslims that are going begin their preparations to go on this journey. The study break will have an educational benefit in teaching students (both in and out of the religion) about how to plan the Hajj. MSA will have an exhibit showing the different parts of the pilgrimage. They are planning to have food at the event to attract attendees. The feast is part of the Hajj, so it adds to the value of the event. Expected attendance is large. 
Thoughts: Angel: If they are getting packaged deals, we shouldn’t have to pay for cutlery and paper product. 
Julian: The food itself is about $2.50 a person, which is very low. 
Motion: Motion to fund in full. Four in favor. One opposed. 
Final Budget: $865.18
