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Jarrod began the discussion by outlining what he hopes will become a new University-sponsored CTA bus route. The bus would run from Burton-Judson (60th and Ellis) to Roosevelt Road, and continue up to Wacker Drive (to drop off riders for the GSB at the corner of Michigan and Wacker) for its morning route, and reverse in the afternoons. Jarrod sees this as a transformation of the current 173 route, with expanded hours (roughly every 30 minutes between 7am and 10pm Monday through Friday, with different weekend hours), and a route that focuses on connecting campus to the Loop. Using some money from the current 173 route, Jarrod said he hoped something like this could be created in time for the opening of the new residence hall in 2009. Brian said he will try to find the facts for Jarrod, on what it would take to make this work from the CTA’s side. Among the concerns raised by others were: 

· Rod stated that many riders are frustrated with the current slowness of the 173 route because it runs on Michigan Avenue. Brian said this was due largely to the fact that the route is currently configured to address the needs of students and staff going to the Gleacher Center as well as Lake View, but if there were a way to drop off riders for the Gleacher Center at Michigan and Wacker, this problem could be alleviated.

· There is not enough funding in the Transportation Office currently to make this feasible, particularly with the recent expansion of the Safe Ride and other programs. 

Brian said the lack of funding for his office may also jeopardize his ability to coordinate with SG on the airport shuttle service at the end of Winter quarter, if they continue to not find the additional University funding needed to support these programs. He hopes the question of funding can be resolved in the next week or two, since they have enjoyed helping with these programs in the past, and know they have been successful so far. If the vans previously used for the shuttle service cannot be used (because they are tied up in other programs), SG will likely have to go to a higher price point per rider because they will have to use another shuttle service company. 
Katie asked why there is no long-term airport shuttle service available, instead of simply at break times. She expressed her own frustrating experience when she initially came for a campus visit, and said that prospective students and their parents frequently have trouble navigating Chicago’s transportation options to get to campus. Brian and the other students said that previous considerations for extending the shuttle service to pick up passengers on their way back to campus after breaks ultimately concluded upon the realization that this would be complicated to coordinate, as not everyone arrives on the same days or in similar time frames in order to merit the additional shuttles. For year-round transportation from airports to campus, Brian said the University has several limo and livery services it recommends, and all agreed that there should be better coordination and consistency in the advice offered by Admissions and other offices, particularly when it is advice offered to prospective students. One last option imagined was that SG could consider subsidizing the Omega shuttles, to reduce cost for University students. 

Another student asked about the Stony Island shuttle. While glad that it exists, they wondered about whether it could be available during the day, as there seems to be little to no service to the Stony Island dorm during the day time. Brian said that the hours for the Stony Island shuttle are 10am to about 3pm, to cover the time between rush hours, when the 170 does not cover a similar route. The hours and a route map are posted on the Transportation website, and information has been given to Residence Halls & Commons to distribute to students through their RA’s, etc. The shuttles cover the daytime traffic to campus, but it seems that the residence halls staff need to work harder to get the word out. 

Jarrod said that the signs which were previously posted at all bus stops around campus were helpful, and wished they could be there permanently. Brian said that they got those out, but the laminated paper was not a very durable system and so they had to be taken down eventually. Jarrod asked whether permanent poles with route schedules could be placed at stops, and Brian said he would look into options for displaying route maps and schedules at the stops more permanently. 

Chris Williams had written in an email request regarding bus crowding, on the 171 (but also on the 172). Brian said that, unfortunately, since there is no money to buy more buses, we are stuck with what we have. Regarding the use of longer buses, our routes share a bus depot with several larger routes (e.g., #6, 14, 28, etc.), so we can only get buses that are not already taken for those routes. The ridership on the 171 and 172 routes has grown far more than ever imagined, and so the shorter buses that were assigned to the route before Brian came to the University of Chicago are what we are stuck with for the meantime. He agreed that it is a problem, but said there’s little he can do at present to resolve this. 
