Graduate Council Meeting

March 3rd, 2008

Minutes

Attending: Jeff Schneider (BSD), Atul Modi (GSB), Suzanne Sellers (Graham), Matt McFeeley (Harris), Rod Edwards (Humanities), Frank Bednarz (Law), Carl Laskowski (PSD), Leso Munala (SSA), Jacqueline DeFoe (PSD proxy), A. Holmes (GSB proxy), Anthony Green

I. GC Forum on Real Estate Operations and Apartments


A. Jo Reizner, Assistant VP of Real Estate Operations



1. Main focus of REO is on grad student housing



2. Goals:

-to provide a safe, comfortable background to your academic life




-to let you remember University housing as the best property management 

3. Have received heard complaints about stipends and rent payment schedules; trying to work out the timing now (extended due dates for those whose checks don’t arrive/clear in time)



4. REO also manages some Hyde Park commercial space

5. Treasure Island will open as soon as they are stocked – probably by the end of next week


B. Questions and Comments



1. What could the university do if TI doesn’t work out?




-we have a very strict lease, good communication with owners




-TI is well known for adapting/responding to neighborhood desires



2. How long is their lease? And why?




-40 years total (20 years + 4 5-yr options)

-it seems like a long lease, but it’s pretty standard for the industry (Jewel & Dominick’s wanted 50-60 years)

3. Will the stipend check/rent payment thing also apply to general financial aid/loans, etc?

-it’s a similar problem, but harder to identify that population; again, we’re working on it




-we’re not counting actual paychecks from the University

4. Please give a few days’ leeway between checks clearing and then turning in payments – time varies by bank

5. Would it be possible to set up renewable multi-year student leases, with slightly lower/fixed rent?




-it may not be financially feasible

II. GC Reports


A. Minutes


B. Board of Trustees



-The liaisons are working on more meetings next quarter


C. Finance Committee


D. Activities


E. Issues



-Working on publicity for forums



-Rally next Wednesday

III. Old Business


A. GC Resolutions Language



-Resolutions were sent over listhost; please check for errors

IV. New Business


A. Coalition of Chicago Colleges Resolutions (Jarrod Wolf)



1. Metra Fares




-50% discount for Chicago college students




-Money would come from now-redundant senior citizen discounts



2. 60 Earth Hour




-Worldwide initiative to turn off all lights on March 29th 8-9pm

-University administration has approved and set up an ad hoc committee to organize this already, just need SG approval




-Doesn’t include emergency/street lights


B. Ad-Hoc Committee and Graduate and Undergraduate Relations



1. Greg Gabrellas from CC proposes to create such a committee



2. Thoughts




-Would they have funding?





-can ask for money from Executive Slate




-Is this just one student’s idea, or is there a real gap?




-The graduate side of the equation is oversimplified




-Difficulty staffing committees with grad students already




-Goal to increase community among grad/undergrad students




-What concrete goals would it hope to achieve?

-Seems well-intentioned; could perhaps identify issues that need to be addressed, though may not be able to implement big changes




-Approach this as an RSO rather than a committee?




-Undergrads would benefit, but would grad students?





-support from undergrads on issues like grad funding





-experience with mentoring and teaching




-Is this very different from existing SG councils/committees?





-structuring CC more like GC might help




-Combine with GC issues committee?




-Good idea, but forming a new committee might not be the best method


C. Provost’s Working Group Report

-The mistakes made were due to tuition differences for advanced residents that were not taken into account

-Provost’s office has been investigating the error and double-checking other figures as well

-Open forum with the Provost, hosted by GC, will be held on March 10th, 12pm in Max Palevsky Cinema (Ida Noyes)


D. Spring GC Forum Schedule



3/31: CAPS – grad involvement



4/14: Transportation – buses and parking



4/28: Communication – delivery/reception of info



5/19: Grad Life – future of grad life

V. For the Good of the Council


A. Dinner/discussion with President Zimmer during finals week


B. SGFC needs a proxy to attend next week 

VI. Next Meeting


A. SG Assembly: Thursday, March 6th in GSB 010


B. GC Meeting: Monday, March 31th in GSB 010

