CORSO Meeting

October 23rd, 2007

Minutes

Attending:

Kathryne Benesh, Christian Brockman, Dakota Derryberry, Joseph ‘Tex’ Dozier, Matt Kennedy, Jay Kim, Tal Kopan, Joy Usner, Adama Wiltshire

I. Discussion of RSO Approval Process


1. CORSO works with ORCSA to determine whether an RSO should be approved


2. Considerations:



-Do we have the resources (money, advisers) for new RSOs?



-Decisions shouldn’t necessarily be based on potential financial needs


3. Some criteria for approval:

-Similarity to existing clubs, clear purpose/bylaws

-Availability to all students, both grad/undergrad




-objection/discussion about this policy (Christian)





-university resources supporting exclusionary policies?

-university’s nondiscrimination policy applied to RSOs, which aren’t university-run

-example: Tufts College closed an RSO down for excluding homosexuals; administration backed down upon lawsuit

II. RSO Applications
1. Zombie Readiness Task Force


Concerns:



-Application was not taken seriously



-Programming value, goals? (‘preventing inevitable invasion’?)

    POSTPONED until a discussion/hearing with CORSO (in 2 weeks)

2. Jewish Education Team (JET)


Notes:



-Group was semi-approved to reserve space over the summer



-Educational aspect is different from other Jewish organizations



-Strong application; JET is also getting outside funding 


Concerns:

-Why can’t this program be run through other Jewish organizations on campus? (Hillel/Chabad/Jewish Students’ Association, etc)

    APPROVED (6-0)

3. UofC Chapter of the Association for Computing Machinery


Concerns: None

    APPROVED (6-0)

4. Christians on Campus


Notes:



-Applying mainly to get space and publicity


Concerns:



-Quoting Bible passages in the application



-Differences from other Christian groups?



-The only main activity would be small Bible studies

    APPROVED (4-2)

5. UofC Student First Responder Corps (UCFRC)


Notes:



-Committee was very enthusiastic for this idea


Concerns:



-Need to figure out risk assessments



-Possible liability issues – waivers?

-Clarify bylaws regarding treasurer/administrative director versus financial director positions



-Relationship with/approval from hospital and administration?

    POSTPONED until above issues are addressed

----Committee member Jay Kim left the meeting----

6. CHAMP: Chicago Adolescent Mentorship Program


Notes:



-Group is working with Hyde Park Neighborhood Club



-Will be allocated some money from UCSC, pending RSO approval

    APPROVED (5-0)

----Committee member Dakota Derryberry arrived----

7. DoGS Lunch

Concerns:


-Sole reason for RSO application: money for lunch

    APPROVED (5-1)

8. UofC Students for Ron Paul 2008


Notes:



-The University has limitations on political campaigning activities




-candidates can’t convene/rally on campus




-ask Joy for details


Concerns:



-RSO will only have a purpose until elections

    POSTPONED, pending Sharlene’s approval/input

----Committee member Christian Brockman left the meeting----

9. UofC Bike Club


Concerns:



-Could this group take over the defunct Big Friendly Bike club?



-No bylaws

    SPEAK WITH ADVISOR

10. Platypus


Concerns: None

    APPROVED (5-0)

11. History Dissertation Seminar


Concerns:



-General issue with filling academic gaps using student activity resources



-Group should contact/discuss needs with the history department

    DENIED, please discuss this with the history department

12. Progressive Asian American Solidarity


Concerns:



-In what way is the group progressive?



-Overlap with other Asian RSOs



-Is this an appropriate purpose for an RSO?

     DENIED, pending addressing of above issues

13. Coterie Investments


Concerns:



-Specifics of transitioning to real money (can’t use university funds)

    APPROVED, pending clarification of above

14. Students Promoting Interracial Networks (SPIN)


Notes:



-Committee was very enthusiastic and supportive of the idea


Concerns:



-Calc 153 requirement for treasurer position



-Group may be more suited as an umbrella organization for cultural RSOs



-Needs a clear/specific plan for achievement of goals

    DENIED, but strongly encouraged to re-apply after further planning 

15. Tap That!


Concerns:



-Group could take over inactive RSO Underground Tap

    POSTPONED, pending consideration of above

16. The Quantum Physics Social Club


Notes:



-students of higher-level/honors physics get turned away from tutors


Concerns:



-No faculty advisor



-Similarity to class TA sessions



-Group should discuss needs with the physics department

    DENIED, please discuss this with the physics department

17. One to One Chinese Student Outreach (O2CSO)


Notes:



-RSO status needed to reserve tables for fundraising


Concerns:



-ORCSA does not front money for fund-raising

APPROVED, pending change in bylaws so that members’ donations are optional

