College Council Meeting

February 6th, 2008

Minutes

I. Retail and Amenities in Hyde Park  (Bill Michel)


A. Mr. Michel gave a presentation on the development of retail/amenities

1. Goals: to evaluate student perception of neighborhood R&A, recommend the best way to support student community & quality of life, advise the University on short/long-term R&A improvements, and encourage active student participation in community planning

2. Presentation topics included: reasons for focus on retail development, retail supply/demand considerations, retail assessments, consumer research results, recommendations/next steps




-http://www.vision53.org


B. Questions & Comments



1. Why not concentrating on areas south of 61st?

-a matter of different stages of development; Woodlawn is just not as far along in the process of attracting retail



2. Is there an effort to include transportation in the conversation?




-yes



3. When did R&A considerations become important to the university?




-there has been mixed success in the past, but added focus currently

4. Why wouldn’t retailers consider the fact that there is a large population which can’t easily drive/otherwise get to current retail areas like the South Loop?




-we need a stronger student/community voice to attract retailers

5. Why not put retail in first-floor spaces like the new bio building and other University properties?




-financial considerations, community relations

6. Is the university considering distinctive/unique local shops as well as national, mainstream retail?




-yes, and the university would like more feedback about that


C. Discussion

1. Dan asked if the university’s “pitch” includes examples of past successes, such as that of Office Depot?




-Mr. Michel couldn’t answer authoritatively, but he has heard it mentioned

2. Angel related long-standing concerns about the lack of basic necessities, such as a movie theater and more grocery options, not necessarily apparel/shoe stores

3. Eve commented on the balance between local/national retail – the difference between perceptions of various national chains (ie Wal-Mart vs. Office Dpot), for instance. She thought there was definitely a possibility of a happy medium between local/national stores. She pointed out that comparing Hyde Park to other neighborhoods is colored by our expectations as college students – there are many areas in Chicago that also don’t have what we want to see in Hyde Park.

4. Julian commented on the fact that newcomers are a lot more comfortable/familiar with national chains, but at the same time we need a good mix of local/national



5. Jim voiced concerns about potential parking problems

6. Jarrod said he thought the problem is more about which stores are willing to move here, rather than which stores we want to pick and choose between

7. Dan remarked on the completely corporate but architecturally ‘local’ college neighborhoods like downtown Palo Alto

8. Christian commented on the need for multiple stores, whether local or national, to create a competitive market. He also asked whether the presentation given tonight was publicly available – it would be nice if the university would update students on developments like this.



9. Jenn from GC voiced concerns about rent increases due to development

10. Mr. Michel asked students to think seriously about what stores they’d like. Responses:




-movie rental




-apparel/shoe stores of varying quality 




-quality Chinese food




-nightlife




-24-hr eatery (something good, not Dunkin’ Donuts)




-upscale restaurants



11. Please contact committee members with any thoughts/suggestions

-Ashley Alger, Joseph Dozier, Hallie Trauger for the College

-Matt McFeeley, Suzanne Sellers, George Kuan, Rod Edwards for graduate divisions



12. There will be a spring meeting to review initial findings

II. SGFC Recommendations


A. Federalist Society speaker



1. Comments:




-the speaker is currently under fire for authorizing torture at Guantanamo

-this falls under the umbrella of academic freedom  - university won’t take ideological stances if the event is for academic purposes




-Kati clarified that the money is being spent on pizza, not the speaker




-having controversial speakers often stimulates discourse


B. Motion to approve recommendations: (14-0,0) PASSED

III. GC Proposals


A. Rod Edwards presented the proposal for an SGFC by-law amendment



-see the formal resolution in the February 4th GC minutes



1. Eve asked what the motivation behind the change was

-the 72 hr stipulation remains so that GC can review appeals that are more substantial than 1 sentence

B. Jenn Gregory talked about graduate student funding  in the humanities, divinity school, and social sciences


1. Overview

-the new graduate aid initiative left current students in the lurch (and also new students, after 5 years of study)

-grad students want a commitment from the university to address this unfair disparity

-a student committee gave the Provost recommendations this fall; it would cost $34 million over 3 years to bring all current students to parity

-it’s much harder for humanities/social sciences students to get out of debt




-competition for funding creates tension & hostility between students



2. Discussion

-there was a discussion about undergrad Odyssey grants – current students are being grandfathered in, but it was funded by private donation



3. Next steps

-grad student protest actions proposed: a rally in the spring, TA/grad student teacher walkouts

-would like to get undergrad support, also things like editorials on the subject, which would be embarrassing to the University

IV. General Announcements

1. Ex Cab briefing – informative meeting with secretary to the board of trustees

2. Reminder about Forum with President Zimmer, Friday 4:30-6

3. Reminder about next week’s Assembly meeting and elections for E&R and Annual Allocations

V. Other Business


A. Jarrod Wolf on CCC



1. 1st assembly meeting: February 21st at 5:30, DePaul Loop campus




-more attendees and proposals would be welcome


B. Jay Kim and Jarrod Wolf on academic dishonesty

1. Will be meeting with Dean Boyer and Susan Art, plus masters of divisions, in the next couple weeks

2. Thinking about proposing some kind of honor society to monitor ethics/dishonesty



3. Incidences of cheating in courses that have exams rather than papers




-recycling of old tests

4. Eve commented that maybe it would be more constructive to create an atmosphere not conducive to cheating 

