College Council Meeting

February 20th, 2008

Minutes

I. Greg Jackson and Bob Bartlett from NSIT 

A. Mr. Jackson presented an overview of NSIT structure and services, IT spending

B. Mr. Jackson then took student questions & comments

1. Christian asked about the possibility of an integrated student system – including time schedules, registration, events calendars, emails, etc.

-some services you might not want to integrate, since non-students also access them

-currently developing different & customizable portals for students/staff/visitors; hope to have an outline by next fall

2. Chris commented on the difficulty for RSOs in finding/creating web resources with NSIT

-student services is trying to analyze & implement what RSOs need



-it’s hard to decide between priorities

3. Eve commented on the frequent confusion between ResCom and NSIT among new students. What is the relationship between the two?



-there is some tension between the two, but it’s improving



-RCAs sometimes help students get around NSIT rules...

-ideally they would be integrated, or RC would be a branch of NSIT

4. Kati related some small, recurring problems on the University website, such as incorrect links. What’s the procedure for monitoring/maintaining these things?

-one problem is the decentralization; currently working on standardizing website appearance





-there is a complaint form you can submit online

5. Dan asked about the continuation of the Student Information System (Gargoyle)

-originally it was a custom-built system running on outdated methods and hardware

-now using a newer, more flexible system , but the company that made it was taken over and the system won’t be supported after 2012-2013, so have to overhaul again before then




6. Dan also asked about policies regarding the MCA

-University can’t be held liable for copyright infringement by personal users if it immediately responds to record companies’ complaints and cuts off network access





-copyright holders can subpoena the University for the identity of 

violators





-8 people thus far have been sued for this




7. Chris asked about University monitoring/student privacy





-no monitoring of packet contents, just data traffic flow





-University doesn’t store this data past 6 months




8. Ben Shepard asked if there are plans to expand wirelsss coverage?





-No.

9. Ben Shepard asked if there a possibility of implementing an open courseware-like system similar to MIT’s





-Faculty are split on this, but it’s being discussed

II. UC Dems Appeal


1. Presentation



-(see last week’s minutes for additional notes)



-have full Gala budget now; total cost of the event is $41,400

-asking for $3500 more to guarantee Gloria Steinem’s appearance, which will also facilitate further fundraising as well as attendance



-any suggestions from SG about the event are welcome


2. Questions



-Is Gloria Steinem the top funding priority?




-yes; also her contract and fee come with a deadline



-What are some reasons NOT to fund this?

-if you don’t believe this event can achieve its goals, or if you think single-speaker events are more suitable



-Projected contribution from Campus Progress isn’t listed?




-it’s counted as private fundraising



-Do you plan to do other fundraising for Gloria Steinem specifically?




-yes



-What is Gloria doing other than just the speech?

-dinner with students prior to speaking, individual Q&A session; she will be attending the whole event


3. Discussion

-GC decision came with strong recommendation to raise admission price for non-students

-Eve commented that fundraising isn’t easy to do; they have done an impressive job of seeking funds from other sources

-Christian felt that they should come back when they’ve tried to do more fundraising other than through Campus Progress



-Concern about lack of impact on students

-Track record for this event isn’t perfect, although Gloria Steinem would probably be a great speaker



-General question about the programmatic value of big speakers

-They have applied late in the process (has been in planning since May), and they should have put in more effort earlier

-They wouldn’t need so much money if they used different ticket prices for non-students...doesn’t seem like they’re going to change though



-Would this only attract liberals/Democrats?


4. Motion to uphold current SGFC recommendation for $6000: (8-3, 3) PASSED 

III. SGFC Recommendations


A. Motion to approve SGFC recommendations: (12-0, 3) PASSED

IV. Metra Negotiations


1. Jarrod Wolf



-The money to fund a college student subsidy is now available 

-The schools would approach this with a philosophy of giving college students a break on education funding

-A campaign in the works to promote the subsidy to state government, would like to hold rallies on all campuses and get a statement from President Zimmer



-Need to pass a resolution approving support for the subsidy

 

-Will know by the end of the year if this goes through


2. Discussion



-Does SG have a right to take positions/lobby on things like this?




-it is a matter of improving student life

-Should a rally should take place under SG’s name, since it is not under SG’s immediate control?



-Should we run this by the administration, constituents before taking any action?




-again, issue of whether an SG has the right to do political lobbying




-might be good to ask for advice regarding advocacy, if not for consent



-There will be a vote at Assembly 

V. Undergraduate-graduate student relations committee


1. Greg Gabrellas

-undergrads and grads are very removed, disconnected from each other outside of student-TA relationship

-time for students to take initiative instead of waiting for administration to do something about it



-proposal for an ad hoc committee on undergrad-grad relations


2. Discussion



-Have you brought this before GC? How to work with university on this?




-no, though have spoken with other grad students and seen interest




-this could be a way to work across grad divisions as well

-From experience with combined grad/undergrad committees, it seems like grads and undergrads have different concerns and areas of focus



-Graduate students may not mind the lack of interaction



-Increasing mentorship opportunities



-Relationships between grad divisions/schools?

-Minority groups like OMSA and Q&A had successful grad-undergrad events/mentoring programs

VI. Update on picnic tables (aka Operation Teak)


1. Ben Esparza



-having picnic tables in the Quad seemed like a simple, useful improvement



-have been talking to people & jumping through hoops



-will be having another meeting Monday at 1 pm in RC019 if anyone’s interested


2. Comments



-Could this be done by spring quarter?




-April 1st is the goal
VI. Other Business


1. E-commerce project is on-going; MAB show tickets will be available for purchase

